Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.071; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.9.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1. Cg1A and Cg1B are the centroids of the C1A-C6A and C1B-C6B benzene rings, respectively.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001); data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2001); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 of 61.68 (6)°, while the two benzene rings within molecules B and C make almost identical dihedral angles of 77.66 (6)°a nd 77.29 (6)° respectively.
Hydrogen bonds C-H···O which are found not only between molecules A and B in the asymmetric unit but also between molecule A and the symmetry-equivalent Ci in the next asymmetric unit (Fig. 3 ). These C-H···O interactions stabilize the formation of asymmetric units as well as of the whole unit cell (Table 2) .
Meanwhile, π-π interactions in stacked, slipped benzene rings from two symmetry-equivalent molecules in adjacent asymmetric units also provide stability for the crystal structure. The distance between Cg1 A and Cg2 A ii is 3.960 (4) Å and the angles between the line through the centroids of these two benzene rings and the normal through Cg1 A is 26.6 (1)°a nd through Cg2 A ii is 25.0 (1)°. The corresponding values for benzene rings C1B/C6B and C10B/C15B iii are 3.971 (4) Å, 26.4 (1)° and 24.9 (1)°. For C1C/C6C and C10C/C15C iii they are 3.971 (4) Å, 18.1 (1)° and 33.5 (1)°.Cg1X and Cg2X are the centroids of C1/C6 and C10/C15 benzene rings in molecule X (X=A, B, C) respectively [Symmetry code: (ii) x, −y − 1/2, z + 1/2; (iii) x, −y + 1/2, z − 1/2] (Fig. 2) . The packing is further stabilized by weak C-H···π interactions (Table 1) ·The distances and angles correspond to their caculated ranges.
Experimental Triethylamine (0.84 ml, 6 mmol) was slowly dropped into 2-bromo-1-phenylethanone (796 mg, 4 mmol) and 4-chlorobenzoic acid (630 mg, 4 mmol) dissolved in freshly distilled tetrahydrofuran (10 ml) at rt under nitrogen and stirred overnight. The precipitate was collected at the pump and washed with ethyl acetate. The filtrate and washings were combined and back-washed successively with 1/3 of the volume each of 10% citric acid, 10% sodium bicarbonate, and water and then dried. Solvent was distilled off in vacuo and the residue recrystallized repeatedly from ethyl acetate-petroleum ether giving 1.085 g (98%) as colourless needles, m.p.128°C. (Hendrickson & Kandall, 1970) .
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms were generated geometrically (C-H = 0.93, 0.98, 0.97 or 0.96Å for phenyl, tertiary, methylene or methyl H atoms respectively, and N-H = 0.86 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation.
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The displacement parameters of methyl H atoms were set to 1.5 times U eq of the equivalent isotropic displacement parameters of their parent atoms, while those of other H atoms were set to 1.2 times.
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I), drawn with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. H atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. Fig. 2 . The unit cell of (I). The same subscript means the molecules form one asymmetric unit and the symmetry-equivalent molecules have the same color. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none
Special details
Geometry. 
